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April 2017

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Letter from the President:

Dear Alabama TOTA Members,
I hope you have had a great holiday season with friends and family. We have had a busy year in
Alabama. The two largest projects have included working an archaeological project involving a buried
aqueduct at the site of a mission school in Wills Valley and helping to design the City of Decatur’s
wayside exhibit panels. You will be able to read about the aqueduct project in this newsletter. We will
be updating in the next newsletter about the Decatur project. There are a few preview pictures in this
newsletter of the Decatur wayside signage. As more of the signs are installed, I will be posting more
pictures.
It was great seeing you all at conference. The Georgia Chapter did an outstanding job of hosting
that conference, and we want to extend a huge thanks to them for their work and hospitality.
Some of you are interested in a Tuscumbia Landing update. I am in communication with several
parties involved in the decision making. I am also in communication with Troy Wayne as the future
unfolds. At some point, I will make a full report. Communication with the governments in the area is a
key step, and establishing those communications and relationships is essential. Another essential is
making your voice clear. I will be addressing the executive board in April regarding Tuscumbia. I
appreciate your patience as we work on this project.
Sincerely yours,
Shannon Keith
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Traveling Trunks Supplement the
Georgia Native American
nd
curriculum for 2 Grade
Classrooms
Several years ago, the GA TOTA obtained
a grant to develop 3 traveling trunks that
would be used primarily by teachers to
bring the history of the Cherokee people
into the classroom. Dr. Donna Myers
researched the Georgia school curriculum
for second-grade students, obtained all the
materials for the trunks and wrote a
resource guide for the teachers to use with
the trunk. The 3 trunks are located at the
Chieftains Museum in Rome, the Vann
House Historic Site near Chatsworth and
the West GA RESA Center in Grantville.
The GA TOTA is currently working on
getting more trunks made so that they will
be available to many more school districts.

Georgia Chapter News

SIGNS INSTALLED IN
CHEROKEE COUNTY, GA
Eight TOT signs in Cherokee County,
Georgia marking the Federal Road as part
of the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail,
have been installed and dedicated in
Georgia.

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER MEMBERS
CONTINUE RESEARCH
In March the Oklahoma Chapter
Research Team, including Jack Baker,
Curtis Rohr, Marybelle Chase, Ed and
Gwen Henshaw and Joe and Nancy
Allen made another trip to the National
Archives in Washington D.C. to continue
researching and photographing
documents of the Cherokee Removal
period. These documents will
eventually be available for researchers
at the Sequoyah Research Center,
University of Arkansas, at Littlerock.

The 2016 Tommy Cox Volunteer of
the Year Award:
Georgia TOTA members Myra Reidy and Jeff
Stancil received the 2016 Tommy Cox Volunteer
of the Year Award for their successful efforts to
place Trail of Tears National Historic Trail signs
on the Old Federal Road in several counties in
North Georgia. This is still an ongoing project
and we are so grateful for their many hours of
hard work preserving the importance of the
Federal Road through North Georgia.
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FIRE DESTROYS WITNESS HOUSE IN WILLS VALLEY
A devastating fire destroyed one of the few remaining witness houses in Alabama in March of
2015. All that remains of the house built by missionary Milo Hoyt near the Willstown Mission is the well.
In accordance with the Treaty of Washington in 1828, the property of individual Cherokees was
appraised. The valuation of the property of Milo Hoyt, who became a Cherokee citizen when he
married George Lowrey’s daughter Lydia, proved him to be one of the most successful of all the New
England missionaries who came South to work for the Cherokees. His total valuation was put at
$3,456.25, and included land in both Tennessee and Alabama. Located on his properties were several
houses, outbuildings, and a water powered mill.
The valuation describes his well as “1 good well 32 feet deep with good windows walled up with
some stone 3 ½ in diameter, iron chain & good bucket,” and valued at $30. This reveals that the well
was enclosed by a structure with windows. Measurements taken by Larry Benefield in October of last
year fall within the parameters of the valuation.
Located on top of the well is a millstone, ostensibly from Hoyt’s water mill. His valuation lists a
mill house and a pair of good millstones 3 feet in diameter. This corresponds to the millstone on top of
the well. It is probable that the water mill was located a few miles away on Big Wills Creek. It had a log
dam 30 feet long.
The millstone was obviously placed on top of the well for
security reasons. It may have been placed there by Jesse Beeson,
thought to have been the first owner of the Hoyt property, or by the
Crow family, subsequent owners of the property. Olivia Cox of
Landmarks of DeKalb County said the millstone was placed on top of
the well as early as 1923.
How Milo Hoyt managed to acquire so much property and
wealth remains a mystery, since he received no compensation working
as a missionary and teacher for the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. His entire valuation can be found
on the website Galileo: Southeastern Native Americans. It is listed as
“Miloe Hoit Improvements at Wills Town, Alabama.”

Millstone Over the Well

Story and photo by Larry Smith, Laurie Brockman and Larry Benefield

THE BEESON CROW HOUSE BEFORE IT BURNED
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RESEARCHER VISITS NORTHEAST
ALABAMA AND THE GAIL KING
NATIVE AMERICAN RESEARCH
CENTER

Missionary Herald’s Report
on Plight of the Cherokees
1832
The Missionary Herald was the literary
arm of missionary work being conducted all
over the world. It also reported on events
pertaining to Native Americans, including the
Cherokees.

Susan
Swearingin, a
doctoral student
at the University
of New
Hampshire
stopped by the
Gail King Native
American
Research Center
at Northeast
Alabama
Community College recently to do research
on her dissertation. She is shown here with
Brent Colvard, an adjunct instructor of
history at the college, who assisted her with
her research. Earlier she was given a tour
of several historical sites associated with
the Cherokees, including the cabin site,
Willstown Mission, Cherokee (home of
Andrew Ross), and Winston Place Bed and
Breakfast. Larry Benefield and Larry Smith
acted as her tour guides.

The magazine reported in its January
1832 edition that conditions were deteriorating
in the Cherokee Nation:
During the last year the Cherokees have
been greatly agitated by their political troubles.
Their government has been hindered in its
operations, their laws counteracted by the
extension of the jurisdiction of the State of
Georgia over their territory; many of their
citizens have been imprisoned, and their
nation has been threatened with banishment
from their country.
The missionaries of the [American]
Board have been forbidden to reside among
them by the laws of Georgia, four of them have
been arrested for not removing, and two, Mr.
Worcester and Dr. Butler, have been, for the
same cause, tried and sentenced to the
Georgia penitentiary for the term of four years,
where they are now confined….

SPRING NATIONAL TOTA BOARD MEETING
Will be held Monday, April 3rd 2017 near Fort Smith, AR
at the Casino Hotel Choctaw in Pocola, Oklahoma.
The Board will continue work on its strategic plan and
discuss plans for the 2017.
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OFFICIAL ALABAMA HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATED AT
RHODES FERRY PARK IN DECATUR ALABAMA

The Alabama Historical Association has recognized the Cherokee Trail of Tears as
a significant part of Alabama history by awarding it an Official Alabama Historical
Marker. A dedication ceremony took place May 14, 2016, at Rhodes Ferry Park
with Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the Cherokee Nation Troy Wayne
Poteete as guest speaker.
Between 1837 and 1838, an estimated 2,300 Cherokee were removed from their
homelands and transported down the Tennessee River until the river was no longer
navigable because of the Muscle Shoals whitewater, which existed at that time
from present day Decatur to Tuscumbia. After landing in Decatur, the Cherokee
were transported from Decatur Landing to Tuscumbia Landing via the newly built
Tuscumbia, Courtland and Decatur Railroad, the first American railroad west of the
Allegheny Mountains. Much of the financing for this railroad was made by the then
new Old State Bank located in Decatur. One fatality to a Cherokee person occurred
in Decatur and another death occurred on the train in route to Tuscumbia. A
dedication ceremony is being planned for addition signage (see below) recently
installed at the park.

Markers at the site of the landing of three
separate detachments of Cherokee people
in 1837-38 during the Cherokee Trail of
Tears.
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REMOVAL ERA KEY FOUND AT FORT BUFFINGTON
SIMILAR TO ONE FOUND AT THE CABIN SITE IN FT.
PAYNE
Key from Fort Buffington, a removal facility in Georgia. Photo provided by John Latty

John Latty gave an interesting program at
one of the TOTA conference sessions in
Dalton, GA last October that included a
photo that really got our attention. The
photo is of a key that has been passed
down through about five generations of the
Latty family. It came from Fort Buffington,
a removal facility in Georgia, and is very
similar to the key that was excavated at
the Cabin Site in Fort Payne, Alabama.

Fort Buffington was built in the 1830’s by
local militia and was located near
Canton, GA. A historical marker for Fort
Buffington was erected in 1992 by the
Georgia Department of Natural
Resources on Cumming Highway. A
photo of the marker and more
information may be obtained from the
internet by Googling Fort Buffington,
Georgia.

John Latty’s g-g-g- grandfather, whose
name was also John, served as a private
in Captain Buffington’s Mounted Militia
Company during removal. Upon his return
from service, he brought back the key,
which came from Fort Buffington, and it
has been a treasured family heirloom.

John W. Latty is the author of the 2011
book titled, Carrying off the Cherokee
History of Buffington’s Company of
Georgia Mounted Militia.

It is thought that both keys were to locks
safeguarding provisions or arms and
munitions.

Story by Larry Smith, photo courtesy of John Latty
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OWNER OF GROVE OAK STORE REPLACES STOLEN
TRAIL OF TEARS ROUTE SIGN
Benge Detachment passed through the present community of Grove Oak in
northeast Alabama in the fall of 1838. A few years ago the Alabama Chapter of the Trail
of Tears Association, under the guidance of Gail King, placed a sign in this small Sand
Mountain community marking the original path taken by more than
1,000 Cherokees. Unfortunately, someone stole the sign, much to
the disappointment of Jamie Godwin, who owns the Grove Oak
Store nearby.
Ms. Godwin, an artist and author, couldn’t wait for another
sign to be erected, so she painted a large replica on the side of
her building. Also a preservationist, her store is near Buck’s
Pocket State Park, a pristine area in Marshall, DeKalb, and
Jackson Counties. Due to a lack of funding for park staffing, some vandalism has
occurred there, including some damage to what is known as Cherokee Cave. Ms.
Godwin is leading an effort to protect the cave from further damage, and to prevent
dumping and vandalism.
Buck’s Pocket contains a large rugged gorge that served as a haven for some of
the Cherokees who managed to escape removal. It remains as one of Alabama’s most
scenic and virtuously unspoiled areas.
Story by Laurie Brockman

A hiking trail at Bucks Pocket State
Park

Jamie Goodwin beside the sign she painted on the side of
her store in Grove Oak, AL Find the Oak Grove Store in
Alabama on Facebook and thank Jamie for her work!
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22nd Annual Trail of Tears Conference and Symposium
October 16-18, 2017
The next TOTA Conference will be hosted by the Arkansas TOTA Chapter.
The Conference will be in Ft. Smith Arkansas area. The Choctaw Casino
Hotel in Pocola. Oklahoma will be the meeting site. To make your reservation,
please refer to the information below:
Choctaw Casino Hotel- 3400 Choctaw Rd., Pocola, Oklahoma 74902 (just
across the state line from Fort Smith) Room Block: Trail of Tears—
Reservations 800-590-5825.
In addition to the Ft. Smith National Historic site in Ft. Smith, it is only a short
drive to visit Tahlequah, Oklahoma. The restored Supreme Court Building in
the Cherokee Nation’s capital, the John Ross Home, the Ross Cemetery, the
Cherokee Heritage Center, and the Boy’s Seminary Building built in the
1880’s are all in Tahlequah. Also nearby is the Worcester Park Hill Mission
Cemetery. Sequoyah’s cabin in not far away in Sallisaw, OK.
Watch for more information about this conference in the Spring National
Newsletter.
Some information in this article was taken from the TOTA Georgia Chapter newsletter.

Early ethnologist James Mooney (1861-1921) observed that the
word Cherokee appears in fifty different spellings. The current
spelling dates to at least 1708, according to Mooney. From
History, Myths, and Sacred Formulas of the Cherokees, 1992
reprint of the 1891 and 1900 editions.
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DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR ALABAMA TRAIL OF TEARS
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

Trail of Tears Association

Sponsors, Patrons, & Benefactors are listed
prominently in two issues of the Trail News
newsletter and on the TOTA website (includes
donation amount).

Annual Membership Dues
(January 1 – December 31, ____)*

`````````

(Circle one) Mr.

Mrs.

Ms.

Day Phone:

Name:

Email:

Address:

Circle Chapter Affiliation(s):

AL AR GA IL KY

City/State/Zip:

MO NC OK TN
Line 1 total here ►

1. MEMBERSHIP LEVEL

o Basic

$25 – $99

o Benefactor

$1000+

o Sponsor $100 – $499

o Patron $500 – $999

$

o Student $10 (enclose copy of college ID or, for minors, birth certificate)

+
Line 2 total here ►

2. CHAPTER AFFILIATION(S)

One chapter affiliation is free with all memberships. Each additional chapter is $10 each.

o Alabama

o Arkansas

o Georgia

o Illinois

o Kentucky o Missouri

o N. Carolina o Oklahoma o Tennessee o Check this box if you do not want a chapter
affiliation and just want a national membership.

Add Lines 1 and Line 2 here ►
for Total Amount Due

3. TOTAL ENCLOSED (check or money order)

$
Enter “0” if selecting
only one (1)
state chapter

$

Check this box if you wish to receive a membership card. _
Check this box if you wish to opt out of receiving a membership card.

If you have any specific donation requests or comments, state here:

Check this box if you would like to
receive your newsletters by E-mail rather
than by the U.S. Postal Service.

TOTA OFFICE USE ONLY
Amt Paid $

Check #

Date Processed

Expiration

Receipt #

State Chapter(s) AL AR GA IL KY

Received by

MO NC OK TN

Accounting:

Send form and payment to:
Trail of Tears Association
412 N Hwy 100 Suite “B”
PO Box 329
Webbers Falls, OK 74470

* Renewals not received by March 1st
will be removed from membership and
mailing lists.
Questions? Call 918-464-2258
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Alabama Chapter, Trail of Tears Association
Email us at: alabamatrailoftears@gmail.com
Facebook page: Trail of Tears Alabama Chapter
Website currently under construction
Alabamatrailoftears.org

Board of Directors:
Shannon Keith-President
Larry Smith Treasurer
Cleata Townsend
Danny Crownover

Larry Smith-Vice President
Laurie Brockman Secretary
Sharon Freeman
Marty King

For submissions to the newsletter contact:
Laurie Brockman at GenDiscover@gmail.com

Don’t forget to keep track of
your volunteer hours!
11

